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So, I'm trying out Scribus (1.4.8 on Win 10) for a project.  I've installed and am using SWOP v2 ICC for color management in this project.


My question is when it converts this book to a PDF/X3 could I have problems if one or more images in the Scribus doc are not CMKY?  In other words, will it convert the images to CMKY within the new PDF or am I setting myself up for a headache?  


I understand that not all RGB colors translate to CMKY (like some blues and some reds) but I don't know how to tell if any of the colors in these files will not convert.  I'd like to be able to identify that before it becomes an issue.
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                Have you tried simply preflighting a PDF to check?
                
                
– Scott
                

                Dec 29, 2019 at 6:51
            

        

    
	
        
            
            

        

        
            
                
                @Scott No, I'm in the beginning stage of the project, just trying to be forward-thinking from the start.
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                @Leezard - I think you should probably convert the images to CMYK, if you want to be forward thinking from the start. Why take the chance?  If you are looking for free software to convert RGB to CMYK, then Krita can do it.  Then at least you can check if there are any weird colour changes.
                
                
– Billy Kerr
                

                Dec 29, 2019 at 21:32
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When you activate the color management, you can ask Scribus to simulate the printer on the screen (and you can activate the option at any time after that : - ).


You can also ask Scribus to mark out of gamut colors (by default they will be show as bright green).


Concerning the PDF, if you don't have access to professional pre-press tools your best bet is probably to trust Scribus and -- if in doubt -- ask the print shop for a proof.
All other actions will probably result in a lost of time for you.
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Some of my experiences:

Scribus will convert images (and other colors) to CMYK if you enable color management (File -> Document Setup -> Color Management -> Activate Color Management) and choose the right export settings in the export dialog. In the Document Setup, you can also choose the right color profiles according to your printer.

In the export dialog int the Color tab, you should always choose Output Intended for: Printer.

In the General tab of the export dialog, you need to choose the PDF version/compatibility that suits your needs:

	PDF/X-1a will always convert everything to CMYK.
	PDF/X-3 will not convert RGB images to CMYK, but embed the appropriate color profile for all RGB images instead. If your printer asks for PDF/X-3 but also asks for CMYK only images, choose PDF/X-1a instead.
	PDF1.3/1.4 will convert images to CMYK if all options under the Color tab are deselected. It will export RGB images with embedded profiles just like PDF/X-3 when Images: Use Color Profile is enabled in the Color tab.


Also bear in mind that transparency is only supported in PDF1.4 onwards.

IMHO it is not a good idea to convert images to CMYK manually beforehand, particularly if you also intend to publish your document digitally (Color tab ->  Screen/Web). Also, I get the impression that some copy shops actually prefer RGB PDFs because their digital printing systems indeed expect RGB input (just like home printers). In that case, it can even make sense to set up font colors etc. in RGB instead of CMYK.

You can double-check whether images in the exported PDF are in CMYK with:

pdfimages -list output.pdf

Sources: https://wiki.scribus-user.de/themen:farbmanagement and own tests
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        Thanks for contributing an answer to Graphic Design Stack Exchange!
	Please be sure to answer the question. Provide details and share your research!

But avoid â€¦
	Asking for help, clarification, or responding to other answers.
	Making statements based on opinion; back them up with references or personal experience.

To learn more, see our tips on writing great answers.

    

    
        
    




    
        Draft saved

        Draft discarded

    



            

            


        
            
            
        






                                
                                                
                
                    
                        Sign up or log in

                        
                        
                             Sign up using Google
                        

                        
                             Sign up using Facebook
                        

                        
                             Sign up using Email and Password
                        

                    

                    
                    
                    Submit
                    
                                Post as a guest

            
                
                    Name
                    
                        
                    

                

            

            
                
                    
                        
                            Email
                            Required, but never shown

                        

                    

                    
                        
                    

                

            


                    

                

            

            
            
                        Post as a guest

            
                
                    Name
                    
                        
                    

                

            

            
                
                    
                        
                            Email
                            Required, but never shown

                        

                    

                    
                        
                    

                

            


            


                                


                                    
                                        
                                            Post Your Answer
                                        
                                        
                                            Discard
                                        
                                            
                                                By clicking â€œPost Your Answerâ€�, you agree to our terms of service and acknowledge you have read our privacy policy.
                                            

                                    

                                    

                            



                            
                                

Not the answer you're looking for? Browse other questions tagged 	print-design
	scribus

 or ask your own question.                                

                            
                

            


            

        

    
    
        	
                            Featured on Meta
                        
	
            

            

            
                Shifting the data dump schedule: A proposal
            

        
	
            

            

            
                Our partnership with Google and commitment to socially responsible AI
            

        
	
            

            

            
                Changing how community leadership works on Stack Exchange: a proposal and...
            

        


    




    

		




    

		



        

    


        
            Related

            
                    
                        
                            14

                        
                        Inkscape SVG â†’ print-ready EPS/PDF workflow
                    

                    
                        
                            0

                        
                        How do I bulk add whitespace to make all images the same aspect ratio?
                    

                    
                        
                            0

                        
                        scribus: adding and naming spot color, which then can be seen in a pdf after export
                    

                    
                        
                            2

                        
                        Can the RGB Colour Space recreate all colours within the CMYK Colour Space?
                    

                    
                        
                            1

                        
                        How can I change CMYK and Registration colors to RGB in Scribus?
                    

                    
                        
                            1

                        
                        Scribus export to PDF results in a large file size (compared to the included JPEG)
                    

                    
                        
                            1

                        
                        Is there an automated way to remove cropped-out regions of embedded images in order to reduce the file size of a PDF
                    

                    
                        
                            2

                        
                        Postscript VS PCL/PCLXL in printing photos and complex designs
                    

            

        

        



    
    
        
            Hot Network Questions
        
    

    	
                

                    Should under slab basement plumbing include a trap for the shower?
                

            
	
                

                    For this particular Ring oscillator topology, will the circuit prefer to latch up or oscillate?
                

            
	
                

                    Cutting machine with Linux: fsck died with status code 4
                

            
	
                

                    Is there a language to write programmes by pictures?
                

            
	
                

                    Why multiply by the length of other vector when taking the dot product?
                

            
	
                

                    How hard to brake to perfectly smoothly reach the destination?
                

            
	
                

                    Is there any ban that prevents the militarization of the moon?
                

            
	
                

                    Why is my Windows drive is appearing as encrypted in Linux (Ubuntu)?
                

            
	
                

                    How can I write a complex exponential in LaTeX so that it looks presentable?
                

            
	
                

                    What does 老 indicate in 为啥他老在摇？
                

            
	
                

                    Why wasn't the planet Uranus recognized by ancient cultures?
                

            
	
                

                    Rocket attached to a pendulum. How is energy conserved?
                

            
	
                

                    Would traveling to Russia cause problems for future US border entries?
                

            
	
                

                    Contract for plumber vs roofer
                

            
	
                

                    Is non-physicalism reasonable?
                

            
	
                

                    Why is my car losing control and vibrating
                

            
	
                

                    How can I make use of Cat 5e cabling in my home?
                

            
	
                

                    What is the LaTeX equivalent of setting \uchyph=1?
                

            
	
                

                    What are the consequences that European standards being cited in law must be publicly accessable, but are protected by copyright?
                

            
	
                

                    Is it a good idea to give partial points in grading
                

            
	
                

                    30°F / -1°C sleeping bag vs a 50°F / 10°C sleeping bag whilst wearing layers
                

            
	
                

                    Is 'bunch' meaning 'protuberance, swelling' used in British English?
                

            
	
                

                    How to reproduce this kind of wavy line?
                

            
	
                

                    What makes the Golan Heights a geopolitical region and strategically important for Israel?
                

            



        
            more hot questions
        



                
        
            
            Question feed
        
    

    
        
            
                Subscribe to RSS
            

            
                
                    
                        Question feed
                        To subscribe to this RSS feed, copy and paste this URL into your RSS reader.

                    
                

                
                    
                    
                

            

            
                
            
        

    




    








                        

        

    


        
    

        
    
        
            
                    
                        Graphic Design

                        	Tour
	Help
	Chat
	Contact
	Feedback


                    

                
                    Company

                    	Stack Overflow
	Teams
	Advertising
	Collectives
	Talent
	About
	Press
	Legal
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Service
	Cookie Settings
	Cookie Policy


                

                
                    
                        Stack Exchange Network

                        	
                                
                                    Technology
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Culture & recreation
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Life & arts
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Science
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Professional
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Business
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    API
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Data
                                
                            


                    

                

            
            
                	Blog
	Facebook
	Twitter
	LinkedIn
	Instagram



                
Site design / logo © 2024 Stack Exchange Inc; user contributions licensed under CC BY-SA.                    rev 2024.3.7.5898
                

            

        


    


    

            
            
            
        
        
            


    
    