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I'm a total newbie with Adobe. I have a bunch of plots and am trying to put them together and make a figure with a series of panels. I noticed that when I open a PDF in Illustrator, I can edit the text for the legends and axes, which is exactly what I want.

But when I make a new Illustrator file with the dimensions of the figure that I want and then drag the individual PDFs (plots) into the figure, I can no longer edit them. This is an issue because I want to make sure the font size of the legends and axes is ok given dimensions of the figure. Also, it would be helpful to crop the images as well. Is there a better way of doing all this?
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When one "drops" a vector PDF into an open Illustrator document the external file is then linked within the open document. i.e. "Dropping" creates a linked reference in the Illustrator document.

It's the same as if using File > Place from the menu.

With linked vector files, if the original file changes the internal link in other documents will need to be updated, and Illustrator will present
an alert stating as much. Open Illustrator documents containing links may auto-update linked content when the content changes.

Linked vector files can't be edited. In spite of containing vector content, they are placed as one, singular, object - very similar to linking a raster image. As opposed to editable individual elements in the vector file.

Only embedded vector content can be edited. Embedding a vector file removes any linking and places the actual file contents in the open document being worked on. Embedded vector files contain no reference to any external content. Embedding the vector file is essentially the same thing as copy/pasting the content from one file to another - content is embedded as live, individual, vector objects.

If you wish to edit the contents of a linked vector file, edit the original file.

If you wish to remove the link reference and have all the content editable in the file you've dropped the external document into, you must embed the file, not link to it.

To embed an existing linked vector file ....

	Find the file link in the Links Panel (Window > Links).
	Highlight the link in Links Panel
	from the Links Panel Menu choose Embed Image
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        Thanks for contributing an answer to Graphic Design Stack Exchange!
	Please be sure to answer the question. Provide details and share your research!

But avoid â€¦
	Asking for help, clarification, or responding to other answers.
	Making statements based on opinion; back them up with references or personal experience.

To learn more, see our tips on writing great answers.
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