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        Ask Question
    

                

            

            
                    
                        Asked
                        9 years, 5 months ago
                    

                    
                        Modified
                        8 years, 8 months ago
                    

                    
                        Viewed
                        3k times
                    

            


            
                

    

    

		





    
        
            
        
            
        
        
            0
        

        
            
        


        

    
    









    
    




        


        


    
    
                
I'm creating a postcard (6 X 4 in) using Adobe Illustrator CC. When attempting to upload it to the printing company, the .pdf file is too large to upload. They will only accept 12MB. I don't know how many MB my graphic is, I only know it's too big. How can I reduce the size of MB in my graphic, but keep it the same size (6 X 4)?
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                If your printer doesn't accept files over 12MB, find a new printer. Seriously.
                
                
– Vincent
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– Ali Brunmeier
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                Remove raster images... that's really the only clearcut way to reduce a file size. Beyond that... I don't know how we could tell without seeing the file and how it's constructed.
                
                
– Scott
                

                Sep 16, 2014 at 20:29
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If your Illustrator file contains a lot of complex paths, you should try to simplify them by merging them as much as possible.


You can also rasterize some images and background together.


Since you're talking about a postcard, the problem of file size can easily be fixed by exporting in PDF and the file size is way smaller. And there is also an option to keep the file editable:


When you export your PDF, choose the option to downsample the graphics to 300dpi for color images, 600dpi for grayscale and 1240dpi for monochrome/bitmap. You can select the zip compression for all of them but if it's not enough, you can use the Maximum JPG compression. This should already help you decrease the file size of your PDF. If you can avoid using the JPG compression, it's better.


What I personally like to do is to use Acrobat Pro for this and resave my file with the Save as Other/Optimized PDF option in the "file" menu. Usually, a PDF that is 50-100mb can drop down to 1-4mb easily this way, using the save presets I mentioned above. Using Acrobat also help remove unwanted data and "clean up" your PDF if you decide to do so (ex. flatten layers, remove personal data, hyperlinks, etc.) All these things increase a bit the weight of your file. At the same time Adobe Acrobat Pro can be useful to preflight your file and see the CMYK color preview.


Just make sure you don't lower the quality of your file below the required resolution (dpi) your printer can handle!


If your printer really wants to use a .ai file, you can do the steps I mentioned above and then resave that PDF into an .ai file. It should be a smaller file now that all the extras have been removed and the images have been optimized and flattened.
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                Or you could rasterize everything? That 12Mb limit is a pretty low threshold. Save at least as 300dpi. I always do 600dpi... I just like it like that :')
                
                
– Lorgen GR Magpantay
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                One thing I really like when using Acrobat Pro is that it also removes everything unwanted on the artboard. Sometimes it's annoying to see the mask outside of the main area but Acrobat will "crop" this and your PDF/AI will then be exactly at the size it should be and perfectly centered!
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        Thanks for contributing an answer to Graphic Design Stack Exchange!
	Please be sure to answer the question. Provide details and share your research!

But avoid â€¦
	Asking for help, clarification, or responding to other answers.
	Making statements based on opinion; back them up with references or personal experience.

To learn more, see our tips on writing great answers.
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