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I've been trying to add an animated file into a pdf through indesign. So far every technique and file format I've tried results in a problem with the color of the image. Basically I'm trying to match the background color of an .swf animation to the background color of the indesign document, the rgb values are the same in both files, but as soon as I export to interactive pdf the background color of the animation ends up darker.


This is what it looks like:





The square with the "A" is the .swf media within the pdf. The darker orange is meant to match the background in order to make it appear transparent. When viewing .swf file outside of the pdf the colours appear fine, it even looks fine in the .swf preview within indesign, but as soon as I export suddenly the color changes. This has been happening with every file format I tried... flv, mp4, avi etc.

    


        
            
                
                    
                    	adobe-indesign
	animation
	adobe-flash
	swf


                

            

        


    
        
            
                




    

        
            Share
        



                    
                        Improve this question
                    


                
                    
                        Follow
                    
                







    

    



            


            
                
    
        
            asked May 26, 2015 at 15:28
        

        
    

    
        

    

    
        fredfred
        
            16311 gold badge11 silver badge44 bronze badges
        

    





            

        

    

    






             
    
        
            

	    


        
                    Add a comment
                 | 
            
        
         
    

    







                
                
                
                    
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                        1 Answer
                                    1
                                

                            

                            
                                


    
        
            Sorted by:
        
        
            Reset to default
        
    

    
        
                        Highest score (default)
                    

                        Date modified (newest first)
                    

                        Date created (oldest first)
                    


    





                            

                        

                    



                                    


    
        
            
        
            
        
        
            1
        

        
            
        


        

    
    








            
                
                    
                

            


    
    




        


        


    
    
I would suggest removing the background from the SWF and setting a transparent background in Acrobat. Here are the steps I took (with screenshots):


	Export to Interactive PDF. Here's a screenshot from my test file. Note the white background around the SWF.

	Right click on the SWF and select Properties.

	Select the Transparent Background option.

	I then had to click on the SWF to activate it.

And there it is!

You can save your PDF and send it along.



Another source for this technique: http://indesignsecrets.com/how-to-get-animations-to-work-in-pdf-working-title.php


Tools/Alternatives:


	Export the file as a SWF from InDesign and post the SWF and HTML file to a web server.
	SWFPresenter â€“ clever tool that will convert each InDesign page to a SWF and embed them in PDF pages.
	Export to HTML5 using in5 (you can then edit the SWF embed code in a text editor) and post to a web server. Disclosure: I am the creator of in5.



Personally, I think making the background change in Acrobat in the best way to go.

    

    
        
            
            
                




    

        
            Share
        



                    
                        Improve this answer
                    


                
                    
                        Follow
                    
                







    

    



            



            
                
    
        
            answered May 26, 2015 at 20:37
        

        
    

    
        

    

    
        Justin PutneyJustin Putney
        
            27011 silver badge99 bronze badges
        

    





            

        

        
    
    

    






            2 
    
        
            	
        
            
            

        

        
            
                
                This is an interesting technique but its creating the same problem, i still get a square around it with a different shade of orange and the greys are darkened. I might try your other solutions, thanks!
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                You'll have to completely remove the background in Flash before exporting the SWF.
                
                
– Justin Putney
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        Thanks for contributing an answer to Graphic Design Stack Exchange!
	Please be sure to answer the question. Provide details and share your research!

But avoid â€¦
	Asking for help, clarification, or responding to other answers.
	Making statements based on opinion; back them up with references or personal experience.

To learn more, see our tips on writing great answers.
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