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I have scanned a PDF, combined a few pages, added page numbers. Everything looked great, except for random page numbers from the original scan. In Adobe Acrobat Pro, I used the comment tool to create a white box shape to cover the page numbers. It looks fine, except when I go to print the original page numbers still show up (I assume the comments are somehow not printing).


There has to be an easier way - is there a way to export the PDF to photoshop or illustrator?
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                Photoshop and Illustrator both read PDF files.  I would suggest Illustrator.
                
                
– Manly
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The fastest, easiest way.....


Create a new InDesign document the same page size as the PDF. Place each PDF page on an individual InDesign page. Then draw your white box and new numbers.


You could use Illustrator or Photoshop as well. 


Although, in general, I'd suggest not using Photoshop if you got the PDF as a PDF from somewhere, since it will rasterize everything, making one big image and dumping any vector data. But of course, if you scanned the file it's already raster so that won't matter. i.e. some copiers can scan and save as a PDF and email... these are just raster images so Photoshop may be better than Illustrator for these types of files if you want to actually alter the PDF data.


Illustrator is a viable option if the PDF came to you as a PDF exported/saved from some application. It just means you have to alter each page of the PDF. If you actually want to change the PDF data, then Illustrator is the best option.


By using InDesign, you basically just accomplish what you are doing via comments in Acrobat. You don't alter the original PDF data, and merely cover up what you don't want to print. You also get one InDesign file as opposed to multiple Illustrator/Photoshop files or an Illustrator file with multiple artboards.
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You can open the .pdf in illustrator (one page at a time) and then  erase the smudges and page numbers with the eraser tool or draw white rectangles over them. Save it back as a .pdf.
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        Thanks for contributing an answer to Graphic Design Stack Exchange!
	Please be sure to answer the question. Provide details and share your research!

But avoid â€¦
	Asking for help, clarification, or responding to other answers.
	Making statements based on opinion; back them up with references or personal experience.

To learn more, see our tips on writing great answers.
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