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I would like to use InDesign to create a very simple interactive PDF in which a sound file is playing while a couple of elements appear over time. Is something like that possible within an interactive PDF? 


So far I have only been able to place fully animated sequences in the form of a .mp4 or .flv file inside InDesign and export it as an interactive PDF. But the animation I need is incredibly simple (objects merely have to appear after time) and I would like to try solving this inside InDesign rather than creating an animation with After Effects and placing it into the PDF as a video. Plus this usually leads to the quality of the video of the animation being very, very poor when I export the PDF and open it.
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Animation tools were added into InDesign a while back, so hopefully they are available in whichever version you are using.  


Go to the Window\Interactive\Animation.  From this animation menu, you are able to add many simple animation options, including the type of animation you are hoping to create.


Make sure when you export your InDesign document to PDF, that you use the Interactive PDF export option, otherwise your PDF will not have the animations included within it. 
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Warning:

The kind of motion animation you want are NOT supported in PDF. They are meant to be generated in a Flash format, meaning you need to export your doc in SWF. This is probably not what you want.
More info about animation tool here: https://helpx.adobe.com/indesign/using/animation.html  


See example below:  
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Here is an example animated PDF with PDF download, but it doesn't seem to be working for me on Mac in Chrome or in Preview unfortunately, maybe b/c it needs to be a SWF.
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It is possible to create a simple animation with sound in InDesign and export it as a PDF form application that use JavaScript and the Acrobat/JavaScript API, an interactive PDF. One way to make this happen requires the development and deployment of three pieces of software before the InDesign user can create it.


For further details o how this can be done and a couple of examples please following the link to this PDF document.
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        Thanks for contributing an answer to Graphic Design Stack Exchange!
	Please be sure to answer the question. Provide details and share your research!

But avoid â€¦
	Asking for help, clarification, or responding to other answers.
	Making statements based on opinion; back them up with references or personal experience.

To learn more, see our tips on writing great answers.

    

    
        
    




    
        Draft saved

        Draft discarded

    



            

            


        
            
            
        






                                
                                                
                
                    
                        Sign up or log in

                        
                        
                             Sign up using Google
                        

                        
                             Sign up using Facebook
                        

                        
                             Sign up using Email and Password
                        

                    

                    
                    
                    Submit
                    
                                Post as a guest

            
                
                    Name
                    
                        
                    

                

            

            
                
                    
                        
                            Email
                            Required, but never shown

                        

                    

                    
                        
                    

                

            


                    

                

            

            
            
                        Post as a guest

            
                
                    Name
                    
                        
                    

                

            

            
                
                    
                        
                            Email
                            Required, but never shown

                        

                    

                    
                        
                    

                

            


            


                                


                                    
                                        
                                            Post Your Answer
                                        
                                        
                                            Discard
                                        
                                            
                                                By clicking â€œPost Your Answerâ€�, you agree to our terms of service and acknowledge you have read our privacy policy.
                                            

                                    

                                    

                            



                            
                                

Not the answer you're looking for? Browse other questions tagged 	adobe-indesign
	pdf
	animation

 or ask your own question.                                

                            
                

            


            

        

    
    
        	
                            Featured on Meta
                        
	
            

            

            
                Shifting the data dump schedule: A proposal
            

        
	
            

            

            
                Our partnership with Google and commitment to socially responsible AI
            

        
	
            

            

            
                Changing how community leadership works on Stack Exchange: a proposal and...
            

        


    




    

		




    

		



        

    


        
            Related

            
                    
                        
                            1

                        
                        How to export an animated .PDF from InDesign?
                    

                    
                        
                            1

                        
                        animated media files in indesign interactive pdf
                    

                    
                        
                            2

                        
                        Looped GIF or video in InDesign
                    

                    
                        
                            0

                        
                        Building an interactive booklet for the iPad
                    

                    
                        
                            1

                        
                        Reducing Interactive PDF Sizes
                    

                    
                        
                            0

                        
                        Exporting PDF from InDesign makes text look thicker
                    

                    
                        
                            2

                        
                        Bleed and registration marks on an interactive PDF?
                    

                    
                        
                            1

                        
                        How can I export my print booklet design to Interactive PDF without spine margins?
                    

            

        

        



    
    
        
            Hot Network Questions
        
    

    	
                

                    What to do about overhead lights when taking headshots?
                

            
	
                

                    Why is my clear wood finish drying orange?
                

            
	
                

                    How to remove the smell of bicarbonate of soda?
                

            
	
                

                    Devastated- Ribble R872 Ultegra damage
                

            
	
                

                    Why wasn't the planet Uranus recognized by ancient cultures?
                

            
	
                

                    Is there a language to write programmes by pictures?
                

            
	
                

                    Is knowledge non-physical?
                

            
	
                

                    Why is my Windows drive appearing as encrypted in Linux (Ubuntu)?
                

            
	
                

                    Converting at once 5000 GeoJSON into ESRI Shapefiles with QGIS
                

            
	
                

                    Why multiply by the length of other vector when taking the dot product?
                

            
	
                

                    What does 老 indicate in 为啥他老在摇？
                

            
	
                

                    What are the consequences that European standards being cited in law must be publicly accessable, but are protected by copyright?
                

            
	
                

                    Presentability rank of tensor product of presentable categories
                

            
	
                

                    Is there any ban that prevents the militarization of the moon?
                

            
	
                

                    What is the LaTeX equivalent of setting \uchyph=1?
                

            
	
                

                    For this particular Ring oscillator topology, will the circuit prefer to latch up or oscillate?
                

            
	
                

                    Is electric current actually the flow of electrical charge?
                

            
	
                

                    An exact definition of multiplication
                

            
	
                

                    Children's book about a cat named Clara and a cat named Mrs. Cat
                

            
	
                

                    Why should I use 多く instead of 多い in the sentence: 留学生はアジア人が多く
                

            
	
                

                    Why does it appear that God punishes Syria in Amos 1 for attacking Israel, even though he previously caused them to attack Israel?
                

            
	
                

                    One-Dimensional Pinball
                

            
	
                

                    Reality after death of the observer; and multiple reality
                

            
	
                

                    Dominance of connectives: Why do we teach this?
                

            



        
            more hot questions
        



                
        
            
            Question feed
        
    

    
        
            
                Subscribe to RSS
            

            
                
                    
                        Question feed
                        To subscribe to this RSS feed, copy and paste this URL into your RSS reader.

                    
                

                
                    
                    
                

            

            
                
            
        

    




    








                        

        

    


        
    

        
    
        
            
                    
                        Graphic Design

                        	Tour
	Help
	Chat
	Contact
	Feedback


                    

                
                    Company

                    	Stack Overflow
	Teams
	Advertising
	Collectives
	Talent
	About
	Press
	Legal
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Service
	Cookie Settings
	Cookie Policy


                

                
                    
                        Stack Exchange Network

                        	
                                
                                    Technology
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Culture & recreation
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Life & arts
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Science
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Professional
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Business
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    API
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Data
                                
                            


                    

                

            
            
                	Blog
	Facebook
	Twitter
	LinkedIn
	Instagram



                
Site design / logo © 2024 Stack Exchange Inc; user contributions licensed under CC BY-SA.                    rev 2024.3.7.5898
                

            

        


    


    

            
            
            
        
        
            


    
    