
    
    

    

        


	
			
			
				

			

			
				
			
			
				
					Stack Exchange Network

					
						Stack Exchange network consists of 183 Q&A communities including Stack Overflow, the largest, most trusted online community for developers to learn, share their knowledge, and build their careers.
					

					Visit Stack Exchange
					
				

			






		        
                        
                            
                            
                            
    

    
        
            Loading…

        

    


    
    


    



                        

                

		


    	
            
        


            
                	
                            
                                Tour
                                
                                    Start here for a quick overview of the site
                                
                            
                        
	
                        
                            Help Center
                            
                                Detailed answers to any questions you might have
                            
                        
                    
	
                                    
                                        Meta
                                        
                                            Discuss the workings and policies of this site
                                        
                                    
                                
	
                                
                                    About Us
                                    
                                        Learn more about Stack Overflow the company, and our products
                                    
                                
                            


            

        

        	
            
                
            
        
	
                

    
        
            
                current community
            

            
                
                    
                        
                    
                

            

        

        
            	
                            
                
        

        
            Graphic Design
        
    

    

    
            help
            chat
    


                    
	
                            
        
    


                            
        

        
            Graphic Design Meta
        
    

                    


        


        
            
your communities            


        

        

                
Sign up or log in to customize your list.                

        


        
            more stack exchange communities
            

            company blog
        

        
                

        
        
    


        
	
	
                            Log in
                        
	Sign up





	



            
                    


            


        
            
            
                
            

            

        

    
                


    
        
            	
                    	


    
        
                Home

        

    

	


    
        
                Questions

        

    

	


    
        
                Tags

        

    

	
	


    
        
                Users

        

    

	


    
        
                Companies

        

    

	


    
        
                Unanswered

        

    



                
	

    Teams


    
        Stack Overflow for Teams
        â€“ Start collaborating and sharing organizational knowledge.
        
        

        Create a free Team
        Why Teams?

    


	
        
            Teams

            
                
            

        
    
	
        
            
                
                    
                        
                    

                    
                

                
                    Create free Team
                

            

        
    


        
    




        
            


            
                Teams

                Q&A for work

                Connect and share knowledge within a single location that is structured and easy to search.

                
                    Learn more about Teams
                
            


            
                
            

        









        

            


    


    
        

            
                        Saving Illustrator as PDF without the hidden layers
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We have roughly 55 cards that all have the exact same text. The titles and backgrounds differ among the cards. So I've made just one AI with the different backgrounds and all the text as one copy in a layer on top. 


Now I can just hide each background layer and save as PDF. But even unchecking preserve editing capabilities, the file sizes let me know that it is still including the images and backgrounds for all the hidden layers. Doing a quick test and deleting all the hidden layers brings the file sizes done considerably.


I was under the impression that saving as a PDF without editing capabilities only saved what was needed for that particular PDF. It seems I was wrong. Do I just have to keep deleting the hidden layers for each copy?
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A few boxes down from "Preserve Illustrator Editing Capabilities" is an option to "Create Acrobat Layers from Top-Level Layers". Make sure that is unchecked. See if that solves your problem! Source citation


As an aside, if you ever have this problem in InDesign, there's a choice front and center on the export dialog to export visible and printable layers only.
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                Selecting any of the PDF/X presets disables this setting automatically, and in almost all cases you should be using one of these when preparing output for press. PDF/X-4:2008 uses a later PDF version that X-1 or X-3, resulting in a smaller file size.
                
                
– Alan Gilbertson
                

                Sep 6, 2012 at 18:34
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The trick is to temporarily convert the layers you don't want to appear to Template layers, rather than hide them.


From the Layers palette, select the appropriate layers, and from the flyout menu select "Template". Unless it has changed since CS2...


Template layers will not be included in PDFs, neither will they print.
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                Just tested this in CS6 (Mac) and it works! So long as you do untick 'Preserve Illustrator Editing Capabilities'. If you tick 'Preserve...', it just hides the template layers in everything but Illustrator. Only change I can see from how you describe it is, 'Template' is set by a checkbox under 'Options for "[layer name]"' in the Layers palette flyout menu, and there are icons in the layers palette listing so you can easily see which are templates and which aren't.
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None of these suggestions work or worked for me - I need something simple and bulletproof, and the final suggestion ("Checking this option: "Create Acrobat Layers from Top-Level Layers" worked for me. I also chose the Acrobat version 8") DIDN'T work, and still exported all the layers for me. 


I found the solution in that dialog box setting the eps file save options though - choose "Save a copy" and file type "pdf" then choose the top option Adobe PDF Preset: High Quality Print, and for good measure, turn off "Preserve Illustrator Editing Capabilities".


Hidden layers are gone, finally.
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Checking this option: "Create Acrobat Layers from Top-Level Layers" worked for me. I also chose the Acrobat version 8. 
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It's an annoyance. Illustrator has a very nasty habbit of including all hidden objects in many formats upon save/export. PDF and EPS can be the most troublesome.

The best I found I can do is to delete the hidden objects, then save. Basically it's a 5 step processes...

	Save the AI file
	Unhide all
	Delete
	Save As... PDF
	Undo
	Hide


The Retain Illustrator Editing Capabilities will have no effect on this problem, as you've discovered.



It's absolutely not a "dangerous solution". Save the file.. then perform these steps. Step 4 means you then have the PDF open and not the original AI file. Using "Save As" generates a new file. You would have to specifically try to overwrite any previous native .ai file.

    

    
        
            
            
                




    

        
            Share
        



                    
                        Improve this answer
                    


                
                    
                        Follow
                    
                







    

    



            

            

    
        
            edited Dec 11, 2021 at 0:03
        

        
    

    
        
    

    
        
        
            
        

    



            



            
                
    
        
            answered Sep 4, 2012 at 20:48
        

        
    

    
        

    

    
        ScottScott
        
            209k2121 gold badges294294 silver badges569569 bronze badges
        

    





            

        

        
    
    

    






            2 
    
        
            	
        
            
            

        

        
            
                
                This seems like a very dangerous solution; I tend to work extremely fast sometimes, and if I followed these steps, but forgot to "Undo" before saving/closing the file, everything that was deleted would remain deleted.
                
                
– DLev
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                I will give a thumbs up for this being an annoyance! How many times do I hear, "Did you check your file things are overlapping"
                
                
– John Dangerous
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If you have Acrobat Pro, there is an option under tools > protection called 'remove hidden information' - further information here: 


https://helpx.adobe.com/acrobat/using/removing-sensitive-content-pdfs.html


I can confirm that hidden layers saved in Illustrator are removed by this feature, which cleans up up PDF preview (on a Mac at least) and reduces the file size. Your PDF can then be resaved from Acrobat.
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Install a PDF printer and just print your document, but keep in mind that you will lose any hyperlinks this way. Acrobat Pro has one, and Foxit had a free one that comes with foxit reader if you don't have Acrobat Pro.
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	Please be sure to answer the question. Provide details and share your research!

But avoid â€¦
	Asking for help, clarification, or responding to other answers.
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To learn more, see our tips on writing great answers.
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