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When using gradients with alpha components in Inkscape I find that, whilst they work most PDF viewers (Acrobat, evince), they do not work in all of them. Also, it seems that a lot of printers also cannot render gradients with alpha channels.


What is the cause of this, and is there a way I can work around it other than rendering to a bitmap.
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                Hi @Lucas have you tried any of the options here?
                
                
– johnp
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                @johnp Some of them - I can't really test easily, as I can't reproduce the problem easily (I don't have a printer anymore, now it is other people than myself that have the printing problem). I also don't have the software that had display issues on my current machine either. So, I'd like to understand the problem so that I know how to prevent it without trial and error on various devices.
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                Jun 30, 2017 at 18:29
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pdf supports vector transparency, however, depending on the version,  Inkscape's output can be unpredictable if you've used the transparency slider in the Stroke and Fill window rather than setting the alpha via the colour selector.


It's also worth noting that both PS and EPS formats don't support transparencies and Inkscape will auto rasterise (convert to bitmap) transparencies if you export in these formats, and you can leverage this in times of need. Depending on the size of the file it may be quicker just using one of these. One caveat though - check your preferences for the "Resolution for rasterization (dpi)" the default (90 dpi), is set up for screen rather than print
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Generally, I have found that Inkscape generated PDFs containing gradients with semi-transparency are fine if viewed and printed with Adobe Reader. I don't use any other PDF viewers for that reason, and have no intention of installing any, so I can't replicate the problem.

All bets are off for third party viewers - such as default viewers/in-browser viewers. And there is nothing you can really do that will make them work properly. Rasterizing gradients is certainly one possible solution.

There are several similar questions here on GDSE that involve missing content in PDFs created using different software (not just Inkscape) which have been resolved by using Adobe Reader/Acrobat Pro.

    

    
        
            
            
                




    

        
            Share
        



                    
                        Improve this answer
                    


                
                    
                        Follow
                    
                







    

    



            



            
                
    
        
            answered Dec 23, 2020 at 11:30
        

        
    

    
        

    

    
        Billy KerrBilly Kerr
        
            85.3k66 gold badges7575 silver badges171171 bronze badges
        

    





            

        

        
    
    

    






             
    
        
            

	    


        
                    Add a comment
                 | 
            
        
         
    

    





                        
                            
                                
                                
                                
                                
                                    Your Answer
                                

                                    







        
            
                

                
                    
                        
                    

                    

                

            

        


    
    
        Thanks for contributing an answer to Graphic Design Stack Exchange!
	Please be sure to answer the question. Provide details and share your research!

But avoid â€¦
	Asking for help, clarification, or responding to other answers.
	Making statements based on opinion; back them up with references or personal experience.

To learn more, see our tips on writing great answers.
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