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I'm recently re-doing a couple of company forms. These used to be just regular PDFs, which would have to be printed and then filled out.


With the move to a more paper-less office environment, I was tasked with making them state of the art, which includes making them editable, Since the originals were done with vector graphing programs, and not all made by the same person (and pre-dating company paperwork style guidelines), they're not all alike when it comes to style, and especially - typography.


I have a "standard set" of typefaces, encompassing around 400 typefaces, most of them designed for screen reading.


My standard go-to font when creating forms is Akzidenz Grotesk. This is a rather classic sans serif font, which I feel makes the best printed forms. Now that these are supposed to be mainly edited on-screen and then saved and archived digitally, I'm not so sure anymore. I have a condensed version of Ak.Gr. which may or may not be better for this.


Of course my almost immediate thinking is Helvetica Neue. But I see it everywhere, and I'm not even entirely sure if it's the best choice for this use-case.


My requirements are: Not too outlandish, and should be a grotesque font, no serifs, etc. Should be easy to read at smaller sizes. The text written in this typeface, won't be long, usually three to five lines at most, rarely more than that. Quite often each line will be on its own at the top of a text field or similar.
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                Are editable PDF's state of the art? Perhaps more state of the art would be to use webpages
                
                
– joojaa
                

                Sep 5, 2017 at 8:17
            

        

    
	
        
            
            

        

        
            
                
                @joojaa - They can be if you take them to the max including digital signatures, distribution control, even government spec etc. It's pretty dry stuff!
                
                
– mayersdesign
                

                Sep 5, 2017 at 8:19
            

        

    
	
        
            
            

        

        
            
                
                Whatever you choose, ensure that you have the proper license to embed the font into the PDF forms you produce for distribution.
                
                
– Stan
                

                Sep 6, 2017 at 0:37
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I've made many a form (interactive, and generally with LiveCycle) and Univers has never let me down. It has an incredible variety of weights, maintains legibility at very small sizes and has very tight compression.
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                Univers is actually a really good tip. I'm also thinking about FF Meta and Thesis (TheSans), as well as Frutiger. The problem is: they don't look right in small sizes. Vectora is a contender, though, I'll do a couple prints with Univers, though.
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But avoid â€¦
	Asking for help, clarification, or responding to other answers.
	Making statements based on opinion; back them up with references or personal experience.

To learn more, see our tips on writing great answers.

    

    
        
    




    
        Draft saved

        Draft discarded

    



            

            


        
            
            
        






                                
                                                
                
                    
                        Sign up or log in

                        
                        
                             Sign up using Google
                        

                        
                             Sign up using Facebook
                        

                        
                             Sign up using Email and Password
                        

                    

                    
                    
                    Submit
                    
                                Post as a guest

            
                
                    Name
                    
                        
                    

                

            

            
                
                    
                        
                            Email
                            Required, but never shown

                        

                    

                    
                        
                    

                

            


                    

                

            

            
            
                        Post as a guest

            
                
                    Name
                    
                        
                    

                

            

            
                
                    
                        
                            Email
                            Required, but never shown

                        

                    

                    
                        
                    

                

            


            


                                


                                    
                                        
                                            Post Your Answer
                                        
                                        
                                            Discard
                                        
                                            
                                                By clicking â€œPost Your Answerâ€�, you agree to our terms of service and acknowledge you have read our privacy policy.
                                            

                                    

                                    

                            



                            
                                

Not the answer you're looking for? Browse other questions tagged 	typography
	pdf
	best-practice

 or ask your own question.                                

                            
                

            


            

        

    
    
        	
                            Featured on Meta
                        
	
            

            

            
                Shifting the data dump schedule: A proposal
            

        
	
            

            

            
                Our partnership with Google and commitment to socially responsible AI
            

        
	
            

            

            
                Changing how community leadership works on Stack Exchange: a proposal and...
            

        


    




    

		




    

		



        

    


        
            Related

            
                    
                        
                            1

                        
                        Best practices for combining header/body typeface WITH a brand/corporate ID existing typeface?
                    

                    
                        
                            4

                        
                        Which secondary whitespace character should I use for my seven-segment font?
                    

                    
                        
                            6

                        
                        Is there a way to create gradations between two given weights of a particular font?
                    

                    
                        
                            1

                        
                        Photoshop CC (for retina display) fonts blurry when exported to jpg or pdf
                    

                    
                        
                            7

                        
                        How to use alternative numerals in a font?
                    

                    
                        
                            46

                        
                        Why should I ever use Unicodeâ€™s special characters for Roman numerals?
                    

                    
                        
                            3

                        
                        Is there a standard rule for which face in a family is the default?
                    

                    
                        
                            2

                        
                        Adobe InDesign: Lines of text are not lining up despite tab being set
                    

                    
                        
                            2

                        
                        multilanguage font for editable pdf
                    

            

        

        



    
    
        
            Hot Network Questions
        
    

    	
                

                    Devastated- Ribble R872 Ultegra damage
                

            
	
                

                    Can a Pokémon transform a human into a Pokémon?
                

            
	
                

                    Series or movie with long-lived witches hiding in the modern world?
                

            
	
                

                    What makes the Golan Heights a geopolitical region and strategically important for Israel?
                

            
	
                

                    Riddle: I am a mollusc
                

            
	
                

                    What happens when Congress violates the Constitution through inaction?
                

            
	
                

                    Why is the Compaq FWS2ASPI.SYS driver not recognized as an ASPI driver?
                

            
	
                

                    A puzzle about ERIC
                

            
	
                

                    What is the LaTeX equivalent of setting \uchyph=1?
                

            
	
                

                    Where can I find reference of Caturvarga?
                

            
	
                

                    What does 老 indicate in 为啥他老在摇？
                

            
	
                

                    Dropping outlier from linear regression model reducing adjusted R^2
                

            
	
                

                    Characterization of Determinant using multiplicativity and image of diagonal matrices
                

            
	
                

                    Travelling Europe with UK partner as Dutch citizen
                

            
	
                

                    Applications of Categorical Logic to Logic
                

            
	
                

                    Is there any ban that prevents the militarization of the moon?
                

            
	
                

                    What's this vintage diode(?) from the 1970s?
                

            
	
                

                    Is there a reason why demands for conditions to be attached to military aid for Israel mostly come from the Democrat side?
                

            
	
                

                    One-Dimensional Pinball
                

            
	
                

                    How do I best identify weak points in myself along a path to academia
                

            
	
                

                    How to make 11 years old kid do homework
                

            
	
                

                    How to reproduce this kind of wavy line?
                

            
	
                

                    How to replace a whole-life policy?
                

            
	
                

                    Reality after death of the observer; and multiple reality
                

            



        
            more hot questions
        



                
        
            
            Question feed
        
    

    
        
            
                Subscribe to RSS
            

            
                
                    
                        Question feed
                        To subscribe to this RSS feed, copy and paste this URL into your RSS reader.

                    
                

                
                    
                    
                

            

            
                
            
        

    




    








                        

        

    


        
    

        
    
        
            
                    
                        Graphic Design

                        	Tour
	Help
	Chat
	Contact
	Feedback


                    

                
                    Company

                    	Stack Overflow
	Teams
	Advertising
	Collectives
	Talent
	About
	Press
	Legal
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Service
	Cookie Settings
	Cookie Policy


                

                
                    
                        Stack Exchange Network

                        	
                                
                                    Technology
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Culture & recreation
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Life & arts
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Science
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Professional
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Business
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    API
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Data
                                
                            


                    

                

            
            
                	Blog
	Facebook
	Twitter
	LinkedIn
	Instagram



                
Site design / logo © 2024 Stack Exchange Inc; user contributions licensed under CC BY-SA.                    rev 2024.3.8.5948
                

            

        


    


    

            
            
            
        
        
            


    
    