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I recently started a project converting a magazine's PDFs into a digital reader app. 


Up until now, the PDFs that were given to me were all set up so that each page of the magazine was a separate page of the PDF. 


Recently I have been getting them formatted differently however. Now they are set up so the front and back pages are single pages, but very inside page is set up as a landscape shaped PDF page that contains two different magazine pages per PDF page (I hope that makes sense).


The problem I have is the digital reader app cannot support this and I am at a loss trying to figure out how to split each page.


Any advice?
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                Can't you simply ask whoever is providing the PDF to send single pages?
                
                
– Scott
                

                Oct 30, 2012 at 23:44
            

        

    
	
        
            
            

        

        
            
                
                Yes I have, but I haven't received a response. Is this something that's simple to do after a project has been laid out? I was under the impression that once it was laid out like that in  InDesign that there was no easy way to switch it.
                
                
– Brodie
                

                Oct 30, 2012 at 23:47
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                It depends upon how it's created in indesign. If its laid out in single pages, creating the spread PDF is a simply tick of an option. In most cases, it's easier to set things up as single pages in Indesign. My guess would be, they may not be aware they are providing spreads or could easily generate a second PDF for you as single pages.
                
                
– Scott
                

                Oct 30, 2012 at 23:50
            

        

    
	
        
            
            

        

        
            
                
                Thanks Scott, I will wait to see what they say before I freak out any more, haha.
                
                
– Brodie
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                If they don't have the ability to send a single page PDF, you can crop pages with Adobe Acrobat. You'd have to crop a copy of the PDF to get the right side, then crop another copy to get the left side, then merge the two cropped PDFs. Not difficult, but I can provide steps for Acrobat if needed.
                
                
– Scott
                

                Oct 31, 2012 at 0:03
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@Scott is correct. It sounds like they are sending you full spreads rather than the single page PDFs, and that should be very easy for them to fix. 


However, for the "programmer/designers" among us, I thought I would share another solution. This requires:


	pdfinfo from xpdf to identify the bounding box of the page in points
	gs from Ghostscript to split the left and right pages
	pdftk from the PDF Toolkit to put the PDF back together again.



Once these are all installed and in your PATH, you should be able to do the following.


Imagine you are dealing with a file named Example.pdf. You first run:


pdfinfo -f 1 -l 1000 -box Example.pdf



This will give you a lot of info about your PDF, including, for each page, the size in points as Page    1 size: 595 x 842 pts (A4). We need this information for our gs command. Specifically, each page (after being split) is 421 points wide by 595 points high. Since Ghostscript's pdfwrite's resolution is 720 dpi and 1 inch is 72 points in PDF, we'll multiply those values by 10 in the pdfwrite step below. 


gs \
    -o out%03d_A.pdf \
    -sDEVICE=pdfwrite \
    -g4210x5950 \
    -c "<</PageOffset [0 0]>> setpagedevice" \
    -f Example.pdf
gs \
    -o out%03d_B.pdf \
    -sDEVICE=pdfwrite \
    -g4210x5950 \
    -c "<</PageOffset [-421 0]>> setpagedevice" \
    -f Example.pdf



If you are using Windows, replace the "\" with "^".


The above commands will create a bunch of files named something like "out001_A.pdf", "out001_B.pdf" and so on. Notice for the right pages, we use a negative page offset.


Finally, use pdftk to put it all back together again.


pdftk out*_?.pdf cat output combined.pdf



This worked like a charm for me ;)
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You can use the freeware Briss. I've tried it and it works fine. You can read more details here. 


Unpack the zip file, run briss-0.9.exe and load your PDF file. The program show 2 template pages, representing odd pages and even pages.


Draw 2 blue rectangles (1 and 2) in odd pages (usually occupying the entire page). Do the same in even pages. The rectangles also are labeled as 1 and 2  


Select Crop PDF and save as a new name.
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                Briss doesn't handle nicely huge files. Also there is mutool poster.
                
                
– mlt
                

                Apr 6, 2016 at 21:19
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I had this same issue, but all I did was copy each page and then crop them. ie. Crop the first copy on the left and then 2nd copy on the right. Acrobat resized the cropped section to a full page and as far as I can tell, the document is good. 
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                +1 This really is the quickest solution if all you've been given is Acrobat and the PDF and told to "Make it Work". Also if you are new to Acrobat (like me), Adobe  has a good guide on using the crop tool helpx.adobe.com/acrobat/using/crop-pdf-pages.html
                
                
– RedRiderX
                

                Jan 8, 2015 at 16:37
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	Please be sure to answer the question. Provide details and share your research!

But avoid â€¦
	Asking for help, clarification, or responding to other answers.
	Making statements based on opinion; back them up with references or personal experience.

To learn more, see our tips on writing great answers.

    

    
        
    




    
        Draft saved

        Draft discarded

    



            

            


        
            
            
        






                                
                                                
                
                    
                        Sign up or log in

                        
                        
                             Sign up using Google
                        

                        
                             Sign up using Facebook
                        

                        
                             Sign up using Email and Password
                        

                    

                    
                    
                    Submit
                    
                                Post as a guest

            
                
                    Name
                    
                        
                    

                

            

            
                
                    
                        
                            Email
                            Required, but never shown

                        

                    

                    
                        
                    

                

            


                    

                

            

            
            
                        Post as a guest

            
                
                    Name
                    
                        
                    

                

            

            
                
                    
                        
                            Email
                            Required, but never shown

                        

                    

                    
                        
                    

                

            


            


                                


                                    
                                        
                                            Post Your Answer
                                        
                                        
                                            Discard
                                        
                                            
                                                By clicking â€œPost Your Answerâ€�, you agree to our terms of service and acknowledge you have read our privacy policy.
                                            

                                    

                                    

                            



                            
                                

Not the answer you're looking for? Browse other questions tagged 	pdf
	adobe-acrobat

 or ask your own question.                                

                            
                

            


            

        

    
    
        	
                            Featured on Meta
                        
	
            

            

            
                Shifting the data dump schedule: A proposal
            

        
	
            

            

            
                Our partnership with Google and commitment to socially responsible AI
            

        
	
            

            

            
                Changing how community leadership works on Stack Exchange: a proposal and...
            

        


    




    

		




    

		



        

    


        
            Related

            
                    
                        
                            6

                        
                        InDesign Spread Pagination
                    

                    
                        
                            6

                        
                        How do I keep file sizes down when editing PDFs?
                    

                    
                        
                            1

                        
                        Printing multi-page PDF with different copies of each page in Acrobat
                    

                    
                        
                            6

                        
                        How do I reduce .pdf file sizes?
                    

                    
                        
                            1

                        
                        How can I convert a single PDF into a multiple-page PDF in InDesign?
                    

                    
                        
                            0

                        
                        Acrobat wont collate pages when printing so they come out in the wrong order
                    

                    
                        
                            4

                        
                        How can I create a PDF file from an Inkscape SVG with multiple pages?
                    

                    
                        
                            0

                        
                        How can I stop overlapping textboxes when I add new line to the current textbox on Adobe Acrobat?
                    

                    
                        
                            0

                        
                        How do I convert a one page PDF file into several smaller (8.5" by 11") pages?
                    

            

        

        



    
    
        
            Hot Network Questions
        
    

    	
                

                    Why should I use 多く instead of 多い in the sentence: 留学生はアジア人が多く
                

            
	
                

                    What makes the Golan Heights a geopolitical region and strategically important for Israel?
                

            
	
                

                    What happens when Congress violates the Constitution through inaction?
                

            
	
                

                    How would a creature adapted to life in a completely dark environment also have the ability to change its skin pattern like an octopus?
                

            
	
                

                    An exact definition of multiplication
                

            
	
                

                    Riddle: I am a mollusc
                

            
	
                

                    Would traveling to Russia cause problems for future US border entries?
                

            
	
                

                    Received a verbal offer via videoconferencing - how long to wait for initial written offer?
                

            
	
                

                    Children's book about a cat named Clara and a cat named Mrs. Cat
                

            
	
                

                    Is it a good idea to give partial points in grading
                

            
	
                

                    A puzzle about ERIC
                

            
	
                

                    Conceal passwords in configuration files but maintain password length
                

            
	
                

                    Converting at once 5000 GeoJSON into ESRI Shapefiles with QGIS
                

            
	
                

                    Is this breathing indication unclear?
                

            
	
                

                    Step-by-step re-arranging of a string with randomized characters
                

            
	
                

                    Has Russia clarified what crimes it charges against the judges of the ICC?
                

            
	
                

                    Is intent required for genocide?
                

            
	
                

                    How can I make this table?
                

            
	
                

                    Is there any ban that prevents the militarization of the moon?
                

            
	
                

                    Dropping outlier from linear regression model reducing adjusted R^2
                

            
	
                

                    What are the consequences that European standards being cited in law must be publicly accessable, but are protected by copyright?
                

            
	
                

                    in the sentence '"You're absolutely right," agreed Jake,' does 'agree' functions as a transitive verb or an intransitive?
                

            
	
                

                    What would the cheapest way to demolish large amounts of buildings when damage to the surrounding area isn't a concern?
                

            
	
                

                    Bi weekly salaried question!
                

            



        
            more hot questions
        



                
        
            
            Question feed
        
    

    
        
            
                Subscribe to RSS
            

            
                
                    
                        Question feed
                        To subscribe to this RSS feed, copy and paste this URL into your RSS reader.

                    
                

                
                    
                    
                

            

            
                
            
        

    




    








                        

        

    


        
    

        
    
        
            
                    
                        Graphic Design

                        	Tour
	Help
	Chat
	Contact
	Feedback


                    

                
                    Company

                    	Stack Overflow
	Teams
	Advertising
	Collectives
	Talent
	About
	Press
	Legal
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Service
	Cookie Settings
	Cookie Policy


                

                
                    
                        Stack Exchange Network

                        	
                                
                                    Technology
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Culture & recreation
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Life & arts
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Science
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Professional
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Business
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    API
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Data
                                
                            


                    

                

            
            
                	Blog
	Facebook
	Twitter
	LinkedIn
	Instagram



                
Site design / logo © 2024 Stack Exchange Inc; user contributions licensed under CC BY-SA.                    rev 2024.3.8.5948
                

            

        


    


    

            
            
            
        
        
            


    
    